
2 0 1 4  L e g i s L a t i v e  s c o r e c a r d
Astle, John (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 80%

Benson, JoAnne (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

Brinkley, DAviD (r) + + + - + + 83% 67% 75% 69%

Brochin, Jim (D) + + + + + + 100% 57% 79% 77%

colBurn, richArD (r) + + + - + + 83% 67% 75% 72%

conwAy, JoAn cArter (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

currie, ulysses (D) + + A + A + 100% 100% 100% 94%

DeGrAnGe, JAmes (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 83%

Dyson, roy (D) + + A + A + 100% 100% 100% 96%

eDwArDs, GeorGe (r) + + + - + + 83% 50% 67% 71%

FelDmAn, BriAn (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 100%*

FerGuson, Bill (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

ForehAnD, Jennie (D) + A + + + + 100% 67% 84% 93%

Frosh, BriAn (D) + + + + + + 100% 86% 93% 94%

Getty, Joseph (r) + + + - + + 83% 67% 75% 64%

GlADDen, lisA (D) + + + + + + 100% 71% 86% 89%

GlAssmAn, BArry (r) + + + - + + 83% 67% 75% 73%

hershey, steve (r) + + + - + + 83% 43% 63% 63%*

JAcoBs, nAncy (r) + + + - + + 83% 43% 63% 59%

JenninGs, J.B. (r) + + + - + + 83% 100% 92% 85%

Jones-roDwell, vernA (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 94%

kAsemeyer, eDwArD (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

kelley, Delores (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 94%

kinG, nAncy (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

kittlemAn, AllAn (r) + + + - + + 83% 86% 85% 71%

klAusmeier, kAtherine (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 85%

mADAleno, richArD (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 100%

mAnno, roGer (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

mAthiAs, Jim (D) + + + - + + 83% 83% 83% 82%

mcFADDen, nAthAniel (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 94%

miDDleton, thomAs (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 86%

miller, thomAs v. mike (D) + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

montGomery, kAren (D) + + A + A + 100% 100% 100% 98%

muse, Anthony (D) + + + + + + 100% 86% 93% 81%

peters, DouGlAs (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 93%

pinsky, pAul (D) + + A + A + 100% 100% 100% 100%

puGh, cAtherine (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 90%

rAmirez, victor (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 93%

rAskin, JAmie (D) + + + + + + 100% 83% 92% 94%

reilly, eDwArD (r) + + + - + + 83% 100% 92% 87%

roBey, JAmes (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

rosApepe, Jim (D) + + A + A + 100% 100% 100% 100%

shAnk, christopher (r) + + + - + + 83% 57% 70% 65%

simonAire, BryAn (r) + + + - + + 83% 100% 92% 83%

stone, normAn (D) + + + + + + 100% 71% 86% 88%

younG, ron (D) + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 95%

zirkin, BoBBy (D) + + A + A + 100% 86% 93% 82%
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state senate

(+) pro-consumer vote (a) excused absence
(-) anti-consumer vote ( nv) not voting, unexcused absence
(*) 1st year voting, ’14 score only (**) 2nd year voting, ’13-’14 scores

mcrc    1209 North Calvert Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21202 
phone 410 624 8981    fax 410 385 2913    www.marylandconsumers.org 
www.facebook.com/mdconsumers    www.twitter.com/mdconsumers

overview oF 2014 legiSlative SeSSion 

In early 2014, Maryland’s foreclosure rate was the second-highest in 
the country. In response, Maryland’s General Assembly passed  
legislation cutting the time banks have to pursue families for mortgage-
related debt and ensuring that mortgage-related debts banks have  
forgiven will be exempted from state income tax. That work was  
a bright spot in a mixed 2014 session for Maryland consumers that  
also saw the legislature act to raise the minimum wage, bar some 
unfair ticket practices, and explore ways to make auto insurance  
more affordable, but left work on other key consumer priorities far 
from complete.

Protection against mortgage debt: The legislature cut the time banks 
have to file for deficiency judgments after foreclosures from 12 years  
to 3 years (HB 274 / SB 708) and exempted from state income tax up to 
$200,000 (for a couple) or $100,000 (for an individual) in mortgage  
debt forgiven during a foreclosure (HB 923 / SB 596).

Fair treatment for other debtors: Legislators protected Maryland 
families by exempting from state income tax any student debts written 
down as a result of death or disability (HB 264 / SB 630). They also 
killed two bills that would have expanded the ability of unlicensed 
“passive debt collectors” to pursue Maryland families over old debts 
(SB 284 and HB 417) in key committees. But the legislature failed  
to protect consumers against the collection of debts so old their statute 
of limitations has expired (“zombie debt”) when HB 1032 was defeated 
in the House Economic Matters Committee.

Access to Affordable Transportation: The news was good for drivers 
as the legislature established a state task force to study ways to cut  
the cost of car insurance and reduce the number of uninsured drivers 
(HB130 / SB 153). The Assembly also voted to protect drivers in the 
MAIF program who pay in installments from price surcharges  
(HB 478 / SB 53) and blocked an effort to weaken consumer protections 
when a bill that would have turned much of the regulation of state  
auto dealers over to a commission dominated by dealers died in key 
committees without a vote (HB941 / SB 530).

Protection against financial fraud: The Assembly strengthened 
protections against wire transfer fraud (HB 723) but bills that would 
have toughened penalties for financial fraud against seniors (HB 714), 
prohibited cramming unauthorized charges on cell phone bills  
(HB 788), blocked unauthorized disclosure of data from smart energy 
meters (HB 331 / SB 280), and barred many negative-option consumer 
sales (HB 652) were rejected by key committees. 

Other issues: Consumers won new protections as legislators  
banned the ticket bots some brokers use to buy up tickets for events 

(HB 98 / SB 154), established a new Consumer Protection Division 
office in Prince George’s County (HB 480 / SB 508), and raised the 
awards the Maryland Home Improvement Commission can give 
consumers victimized by unscrupulous contractors without a court 
hearing to $7,500 (HB 6). But the legislature failed to protect 
consumers against unlicensed process servers (HB 1293) or to protect 
homeowners in condominium communities by licensing property 
managers (HB 10 / SB 274) or by limiting the fees they can be charged 
for basic information homeowners need (HB 412 / SB 229).

Scoring tHe legiSlatorS 

In 2014, MCRC testified on more than 30 important consumer 
protection bills. Our floor scores are based on how legislators voted  
on seven key, contested bills.

▪ Cutting the time to file deficiency judgments after a foreclosure 
from 12 years to 3 years (HB 274 / SB 708). Bill passed.

▪ Exempting some mortgage debt written down in foreclosures 
from state income tax (HB 923 / SB 596). Bill passed.

▪ Establishing a task force to recommend ways to cut the cost of car 
insurance, reduce uninsured drivers (HB 130 / SB 153). Bill passed.

▪ Raising MD’s minimum wage to $10.10, in steps, as of July 1, 2018 
(HB 295). Bill passed.

▪ Requiring stores that use cell phones to track customers’ 
shopping habits to notify consumers (HB 924). House voted on bill. 
Senate did not. Bill did not pass.

▪ Banning use of “ticket-bots” to purchase tickets for public events 
(HB 98 / SB 154). Bill passed.

▪ Establishing an office of the Consumer Protection Division  
of the MD Attorney General’s Office in Prince George’s County  
(HB 480 / SB 508). Bill passed.

Because of the important role several committees play in moving,  
or re-wording, or killing consumer legislation before it ever comes  
to the floor for a vote, we’ve also given the members of those key 
committees a committee score based on their votes on a larger set  
of consumer bills.

We average the floor scores and the committee scores to come up  
with legislators’ overall score for the year. Legislators who serve on 
committees that do not mark-up key consumer bills are graded  
solely on their floor votes.

To give you a better idea which legislators have been working to  
protect consumers year after year, we’ve also included four-year 
average scores that document the record of each legislator since  
the current legislative slate was elected in Nov. 2010.

You can see a full list of the committee votes we used to develop our 
committee scores and a full list of the bills MCRC worked on in 2014  
on our website at www.marylandconSumerS.org.

2014 LegisL ati v e scor eca r d



AFzAli, kAthy (r) - + + - - + - 43% 100% 72% 67%

AnDerson, curt (D) + + + + + + + 100% 50% 75% 84%

Arentz, steven (r) - + + - - + + 57% n/A 57% 57%*

ArorA, sAm (D) + + + + + + + 100% 75% 88% 92%

AumAnn, susAn (r) - + + - - + + 57% 46% 52% 66%

BArkley, chArles (D) + + + + + + + 100% 85% 93% 85%

BArnes, Ben (D) + + + + + + + 100% 73% 87% 86%

BArve, kumAr (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

BAtes, GAil (r) - + + - - + - 43% n/A 43% 58%

BeiDle, pAmelA (D) + + A + - A + 80% 75% 78% 90%

Beitzel, wenDell (r) + + + - - + + 71% n/A 71% 67%

BoBo, elizABeth (D) + A + + A + + 100% 100% 100% 99%

BohAnAn, John (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 84%

Boteler, Joseph (r) - + + - - + + 57% 100% 79% 70%

BrAnch, tAlmADGe (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 95%

BrAveBoy, AishA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 91%

Bromwell, eric (D) + + + - + + + 86% 67% 77% 88%

Burns, emmett (D) + + + + + + + 100% 60% 80% 81%

Busch, michAel (D) + + + + + + A 100% n/A 100% 97%

cAne, ruDolph (D) A + A A + A A 100% n/A 100% 98%

cArDin, Jon (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

cArr, Al (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 100%

cArter, Jill (D) + + + + + + + 100% 33% 67% 77%

clAGett, GAlen (D) + + + + + + + 100% 60% 80% 87%

clippinGer, luke (D) + + + + + + + 100% 50% 75% 82%

cluster, John (r) - + + - - + + 57% 50% 54% 55%

conAwAy, FrAnk (D) + + + + + + + 100% 75% 88% 85%

conwAy, normAn (D) + + + - + + + 86% n/A 86% 93%

costA, BoB (r) + + + - - + + 71% 33% 52% 79%

cullison, Bonnie (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

DAvis, Dereck (D) + + nv + + + + 86% 100% 93% 94%

DeBoy, steven (D) + + + + - + + 86% n/A 86% 87%

DonoGhue, John (D) + + A + + A + 100% 67% 84% 89%

DumAis, kAthleen (D) + + + + + + + 100% 50% 75% 85%

Dwyer, Don (r) - + - - - + - 29% n/A 29% 40%

eckArDt, ADelAiDe (r) - + + - - + - 43% n/A 43% 57%

elliott, DonAlD (r) - + + - - + + 57% 67% 62% 77%

Fisher, mArk (r) - + + - - + - 43% 67% 55% 66%

FrAnk, williAm (r) + A + - A + A 75% n/A 75% 76%

FrAser-hiDAlGo, DAviD (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 100%*

Frick, Bill (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 100%

Frush, BArBArA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 100%

GAines,tAwAnA (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

GeorGe, ronAlD (r) - + + - - + - 43% 100% 72% 71%

Gilchrist, JAmes (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

GlAss, Glen (r) - + + nv - + - 43% 50% 47% 60%

Glenn, cheryl (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

GriFFith, melony (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

Gutierrez, AnA sol (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 93%

Guzzone, Guy (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

hADDAwAy-riccio, JeAnnie (r) - + + + - + - 57% 46% 52% 53%

hAmmen, peter (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

hArper, ninA (D) A A + A A + + 100% 100% 100% 100%**

hAynes, keith (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

heAley, Anne (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

hixson, sheilA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

hoGAn, pAtrick (r) + + + - - + + 71% 75% 73% 81%

holmes, mArvin (D) + + + + + + A 100% 100% 100% 98%

houGh, michAel (r) nv + + - + + - 57% 50% 54% 57%

howArD, cArolyn (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 100%

huBBArD, JAmes (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 96%

hucker, tom (D) + + + + + + + 100% 77% 89% 87%

impAllAriA, rick (r) nv + + A - + - 50% 50% 50% 50%

ivey, Jolene (D) + + + + A + + 100% 100% 100% 95%

JAcoBs, JAy (r) - + + - - + + 57% 67% 62% 74%

JAmes, mAry-DulAny (D) + + + nv + + + 86% n/A 86% 90%

JAmeson, sAlly (D) + + + + + + + 100% 44% 72% 75%

Jones, ADrienne (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

kAch, wADe (r) - + + - - + + 57% 100% 79% 74%

kAiser, Anne (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

kelly, AriAnA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 91%

kelly, kevin (D) + + + - - + + 71% 25% 48% 72%

kipke, nicholAus (r) - + + - - + + 57% 67% 62% 83%

krAmer, Ben (D) + + + + + + + 100% 85% 93% 89%

kreBs, susAn (r) - + + - - + + 57% 67% 62% 64%

lAFFerty, stephen (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

lee, susAn (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 94%

love, mAry Ann (D) + + + + + + + 100% 62% 81% 80%

lueDtke, eric (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

mAlone, JAmes (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 94%

mccomAs, susAn (r) - + + - - + + 57% 75% 66% 56%

mcconkey, tony (r) + + + - - + + 71% n/A 71% 60%

mcDermott, mike (r) - + + - - + + 57% 50% 54% 58%

mcDonouGh, pAt (r) + + + - - + A 67% 100% 84% 72%

mchAle, BriAn (D) + + + + + + + 100% 62% 81% 83%

mcintosh, mAGGie (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

mcmillAn, herB (r) - + + - + + + 71% 33% 52% 75%

miller, ArunA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

miller, wArren (r) - + + - - + - 43% 46% 45% 47%

minnick, Joseph (D) + + nv - - nv + 43% 45% 44% 64%

mitchell, keiFFer (D) + + + + + + + 100% 62% 81% 82%

mizeur, heAther (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

morhAim, DAn (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 88%

murphy, peter (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

myers, leroy (r) + + A - - A + 60% 100% 80% 86%

nAthAn-pulliAm, shirley (D) + + + + A + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

niemAnn, Doyle (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

normAn, wAyne (r) - + A - - A - 20% 75% 48% 73%

o’Donnell, tony (r) - + + - - + - 43% 67% 55% 76%

oAks, nAthAniel (D) + A + + + + + 100% 50% 75% 89%

olszewski, John (D) + + + + - + + 86% 54% 70% 73%

otto, chArles (r) - + + - - + + 57% 33% 45% 73%

pArrott, neil (r) - + - - - + - 29% 25% 27% 44%

penA-melnyk, Joseline (D) + + + + + + A 100% 67% 84% 94%

penDerGrAss, shAne (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

proctor, JAmes (D) + + + + + + A 100% n/A 100% 97%

reADy, Justin (r) - + - - - + - 29% 33% 31% 48%

reznik, kirill (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 91%

roBinson, BArBArA (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

roBinson, shAne (D) A + + A + A + 100% 100% 100% 98%

rosenBerG, sAmuel (D) + + + + + + + 100% 50% 75% 86%

ruDolph, DAviD (D) + + + - + + + 86% 50% 68% 80%

schuh, steve (r) - + + - - + + 57% 42% 50% 58%

schulz, kelly (r) + + + - - + - 57% 46% 52% 50%

serAFini, AnDrew (r) - + + - - + + 57% 100% 79% 71%

simmons, luiz (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 88%

smiGiel, michAel (r) - + + - - + + 57% 50% 54% 62%

sophocleus,theoDore (D) + + A + - A A 75% n/A 75% 81%

stein, DAnA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

stiFler, DonnA (r) - + + - nv + - 43% 50% 47% 53%

stocksDAle, nAncy (r) - + + - - + - 43% n/A 43% 66%

stukes, melvin (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

summers, michAel (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 94%

swAin, DArren (D) + + + + + + + 100% 25% 63% 66%**

szeliGA, kAthy (r) - + + - - + - 43% n/A 43% 54%

tArrAnt, shAwn (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

turner, FrAnk (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

turner, veronicA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 67% 84% 94%

vAlDerrAmA, kriselDA (D) + + + + + + + 100% 75% 88% 95%

vAlentino-smith, GerAlDine (D) nv + A A + A + 75% 50% 63% 78%

vAllArio, Joseph (D) + + + + + + + 100% 0% 50% 65%

vAuGhn, michAel (D) + + + + + + + 100% 62% 81% 83%

vitAle, cAthy (r) - + + - - + - 43% 33% 38% 68%

wAlDstreicher, JeFF (D) + + + + + + + 100% 50% 75% 82%

wAlker, JAy (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 97%

wAshinGton, Alonzo (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 93%**

wAshinGton, mAry (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97%

weir, mike (D) + + + + - + A 83% 100% 92% 95%

wilson, c. t. (D) + + + + + + + 100% 100% 100% 98%

wooD, John (D) + + + - - + + 71% n/A 71% 80%

zucker, crAiG (D) + + + + + + + 100% n/A 100% 97% 
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state house of delegates 2014 LegisL ati v e scor eca r d

Summary oF BillS in mcrc’S 2014 Scorecard

HB 274 / SB 708: cuts time to File DeFiciency JuDGments AFter Foreclosures From 12 yeArs to 3 yeArs.

HB 923 / SB 596: exempts up to $200,000 (For A couple) in mortGAGe DeBt writ ten Down in Foreclosure From stAte income tA x.

HB 130 / SB 153: estABlishes tAsk Force to stuDy wAys to cut cost oF cAr insur Ance, reDuce numBer oF uninsureD Drivers.

HB 295: r Aises mD’s minimum wAGe, in steps, to $10.10 A s oF July 1 , 2018.

HB 924 ( HouSe only ): woulD hAve requireD merchAnts to notiF y shoppers iF the y use cell phone to tr Ack them.

HB 98 / SB 154: prohiBits use oF “ticket Bots” some Brokers use to Buy up tickets For concerts AnD other events BeFore puBlic  
hAs the chAnce to purchAse them.

HB 480 / SB 508: estABlishes A consumer protection Division oF the mD At torne y Gener Al’s oFFice in prince GeorGe’s count y.
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